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a streamlined process for expan-
sion of licensed premises for ser-
vice of alcoholic beverages.

The State Liquor Authority of-
fers the following guidance:

Consumption:
√ Any consumption of food 

and/or beverage must happen in 
outdoor, open-air areas, without a 
fi xed roof (besides a temporary 
or seasonal awning or cover). 

√ Any consumption of food 
and/or beverage must happen 
while seated at a table, bar, coun-
ter, or similar contrivance.

√ All tables must be 6 feet apart; 
any seat at a bar, counter, or simi-
lar contrivance must be 6 feet 
apart.

√ All staff of the licensed busi-
ness must wear face masks at all 
times.

√ All customers must wear face 
masks at any time they are not 
seated.

√ Any consumption shall be 
subject to all other relevant ex-
ecutive orders, guidances pro-
mulgated by the Department of 
Health, and/or any other relevant 
agency guidance.

Expansion of Premises:
•Section 99-d of the ABC Law, 

under normal conditions, gov-
erns the process for substantial 
alterations of a licensed premises. 
Pursuant to this guidance, how-
ever, a licensee may, for the dura-
tion that this guidance remains 
in effect, use any outdoor, open-
air part of its existing premises 
for which it has control by deed, 
lease, management agreement, 
or other agreement of control. 
Provided however that if a licens-
ee’s existing license is subject to 

a stipulation with a municipality 
or other entity limiting the use 
of certain parts of the premises, 
such licensee must submit a let-
ter from the municipality or other 
entity with which it has stipulated 
approving such additional out-
door use of premises. 

•Any licensee that expands its 
premises pursuant to the imme-
diately foregoing paragraph shall 
within 5 business days of doing so 
submit an updated diagram to the 
SLA at temporaryalterations@
sla.ny.gov. Failure to do so shall 
subject a licensee to disciplinary 
charges for illegal extension of 
premises. 

•Should any municipality elect 
to make available to licensees any 
municipally owned lands (e.g. 
sidewalks, streets, etc.) contigu-
ous to the licensed premises for 
service of food and/or beverages 

(a “Municipal Extension”), and 
should such municipality want or 
expect the SLA to have jurisdic-
tion over a licensee’s operations 
over such Municipal Extension, 
such municipality must submit to 
the SLA a plan for such municipal 
outdoor dining area on the follow-
ing form and deliver to the SLA 
the written acceptance of respon-
sibility for such Municipal Exten-
sion from each implicated licens-
ee by also including the following 
form. Service that occurs in a 
municipal dining area for which a 
municipality has not submitted a 
form and licensee written accep-
tance shall be outside the jurisdic-
tion of the SLA. 

•Any movement of an exist-
ing point of sale while keeping 
the number of currently licensed 
points of sale the same must be 
noted in the diagram submitted 

pursuant to this guidance, the 
addition of a new point of sale in 
excess of the number of currently 
licensed points of sale shall re-
quire application to the SLA for 
and additional bar license.

A reminder: outside of this 
Guidance, the restrictions put in 
place by Executive Order 202.3 
(as continued by subsequent ex-
ecutive orders) remain in effect; 
any licensed business found to 
be operating in violation of the 
Governor’s orders restricting on-
premises service of alcoholic bev-
erages, including the SLA Guid-
ance with respect to take out and 
delivery service, shall face a mon-
etary penalty (retail maximum of 
$10,000/manufacturer maximum 
of $100,000), and/or suspension, 
cancellation, or revocation of its 
license.

continued from Page 1

SLA offers guidance

Grand Island native Ali Price inspired her neighbors during the pandemic. 
The 2014 Grand Island High School alumna and past Lewiston Art Festival 
Chalk Walk champion drew seven designs around town during a recent visit 
home during the pandemic. Price received a graphic design degree from Pur-
chase College in 2018. She is a designer with Inc Design in New York City.
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